LGBTI Roundtable Top Picks for Feature Films

The Adventures of Priscilla Queen of the Desert (1994)

Two drag queens and a transsexual from Sydney, Australia hit the road in their lavender bus Priscilla in this comedic Road Movie. Their journey to the Alice Springs desert resort where they have been hired to perform is full of twists and turns. Their outrageous costumes, disco music and dancing provoke interesting feedback at every stop along the way. (102 minutes, rated R)

Angels in America (2003)

Tony Kushner's prize-winning play Angels in America became the defining theatrical event of the 1990s, an astonishing mix of philosophy, politics, and vibrant gay soap opera that summed up the Reagan era for an entire generation of theatergoers. This 2003 HBO adaptation, ably directed by Mike Nichols, provides a time capsule of the '80s and reveals the deep emotional subcurrents that will give the miniseries lasting power. (360 minutes, not rated)

Another Country (1984)

Based on the award winning play by Julian Mitchell and starring Rupert Everett and Colin Firth, the film explores the effect of public school life in the 1930's on Guy Bennett (one of the Cambridge Four) as his homosexuality and unwillingness to "play the game" turns him eastwards towards communist Russia. (107 minutes, rated PG)

And the Band Played On (1993)

The story of the discovery of the AIDS epidemic and the political infighting of the scientific community hampering the early fight against the disease, this film takes the viewer from the early days in 1978 when numerous San Francisco gays began dying from unknown causes to the identification of the HIV virus. (141 minutes, PG-13)

Big Eden (2002)

This is the story of Henry Hart, a successful New York artist, who returns to the Montana hometown of his childhood to care for the ailing grandfather who raised him. This is also the story of Pike Dexter, the shy, unassuming Native American owner of the town's general store, who is as surprised as anyone to find himself falling in love with Henry. The people of Big Eden conspire and attempt to bring Henry and Pike together. (117 minutes, 
rated PG-13)

Billy's Hollywood Screen Kiss (1998) 

Will & Grace's Sean Hayes is Billy, a struggling young gay photographer who falls in love with Gabriel, a waiter and aspiring musician who is probably straight but possibly gay or at least curious. Billy tries to get Gabriel to model for his latest project, a series of remakes of famous Hollywood screen kisses, featuring male couples, while also trying to win his affections. Hilarious and sweet. (92 minutes, rated R)

Bound (1996)

Corky, a lesbian ex-con hired to work in an apartment as a plumber, meets neighbors Caesar, who launders money for the Mafia, and his girlfriend Violet. The two women have a love affair and decide to steal $2,000,000 that Caesar is holding for Mafia boss Gino Marzone. The two women set Caesar up as a scapegoat but things start to go wrong when he reacts in an unexpected way. Starring Jennifer Tilly and Gina Gershon. (109 minutes, rated R)

Boys don’t Cry (1999)
Hilary Swank won an Oscar for her portrayal of Brandon Teena, a young transgendered man who was killed when his true identity was discovered. The events of Boys are also covered in a documentary film about the same subject, The Brandon Teena Story, which recounts some material in a different light. (116 minutes, rated R)


Brother to Brother (2004)

The hidden past of the Harlem Renaissance's gay and lesbian community is revealed to a young African-American artist struggling to come to terms with what it means to be a gay African-American male in today's society. Brother to Brother stars Anthony Mackie as Perry whose chance meeting with Bruce Nugent, as played by Roger Robinson, provides the key to revealing the rich history of Harlem Renaissance. The film, written and directed by Rodney Evans uses flashback sequences filmed in black and white to depict the Harlem Renaissance at its prime. (94 minutes, not rated)
The Color Purple (1985)

Director, Steven Spielberg brings Alice Walker’s novel to the cinematic stage. Celie, played by Whoopi Goldberg, tells her story as a poor black woman from the south. Ultimately it is her friendships with women that allow her to overcome the brutality inflicted first by her father and later by her husband. The cinematography is particularly noteworthy. (154 minutes, rated PG-13)

Get Real (1998)

This British drama is not just for the guys. Sixteen-year-old Steve, a gay student at a private high school, hooks up with the school jock John. The couple’s realistic relationship as well as Steve’s friendship with his raunchy best friend, Linda are the gems in this story. An inspiring coming out story filled with courage, humor, heartbreak and the rewards of personal freedom. (108 minutes, rated R)

Go Fish (1994)

This funny, intelligent comedy about brash Max forging a relationship with shy Ely is romantic tale about finding a soul mate where you least expect it. (85 minutes, rated R)

The Hours (2002)

Based on a Pulitzer Prize winning novel by Michael Cunningham, this film connects the stories of three different women, living during three different decades. In 1929, Virginia Woolf is starting to write her novel, Mrs. Dalloway, under the care of doctors and family. In 1951, Laura is planning for her husband's birthday but is preoccupied with reading Woolf's novel. In 2001, Clarrisa Vaughn is planning a party for her friend, an author dying of AIDS. Nicole Kidman, Ed Harris and Julianne Moore all won Academy Awards for their performances. (114 minutes, rated PG-13)

The Incredibly True Adventures of Two Girls in Love (1995)

The Incredibly True Adventure of 2 Girls in Love starring Laurel Holloman as Randy and Nicole Parker as Evie is a heartwarming and funny tale of first love. Randy and Evie might go to the same high school where they are both seniors but they seem to have nothing else in common. Randy is an out working class tomboy with an attitude while Evie is everything Randy is not, she's well mannered, popular, a good student and from an affluent African American family. Their unlikely romance causes their worlds to come crashing together. (94 minutes, rated R)
Longtime Companion (1990)

Considered by some to be the first film to put a human face on the AIDS epidemic, this movie follows the lives of a small circle of friends in New York City. From the first referral of the disease in the New York Times in 1980 as "Gay-Related-Immune-Disorder", to the "it-couldn't-happen-to-me" mentality and finally to the invasive effect AIDS has on society, viewers watch the effect of the disease as it devastates the lives of our protagonists. The title of the film comes from the New York Times' refusal to acknowledge homosexual relationships in their obituary section during this period. Instead, survivors were referred to as "Longtime Companions" of the deceased. (96 minutes, rated R)

Maurice (1987)
The touching story of two young men in pre-World War I England who meet at Cambridge and fall in love. Maurice and Clive struggle to reconcile their love for one another with the hypocrisy of era's moral standards. The Merchant-Ivory duo has created another lush period drama. (140 minutes, rated R)
The Object of My Affection (1998)

Based on the novel of the same name by Stephen McCauley, this film is a pleasant romantic comedy that asks, and tries to answer, questions about the nature of love, sex, family and friendship. Jennifer Aniston's plays Nina Borowski, a woman pregnant by her ex-boyfriend and George Hanson is Paul Rudd, a gay man and Nina's best friend. The chemistry between the two actors goes a long way in making this a laugh-out-loud, feel-good flick. Running throughout the film is a strong subtext about the affection, trust and love that eventually builds between two friends. (111 minutes, rated R)

Rope (1948)

This Alfred Hitchcock film, based on the Leopold-Loeb case of 1924, is the story of two young men, lovers, who share a New York City apartment. Brandon and Philip consider themselves intellectually superior to their friend David Kentley and as a consequence decide to murder him. Together they strangle David with a rope and placing the body in an old chest, they proceed to hold a small party. Brandon's sense of intellectual superiority swells to reckless levels throughout the evening as he makes a nail-biting game out of cleverly dropping hints to his the guests about the murder. (80 minutes, rated PG)
The Talented Mr. Ripley (2000)

In this psychological thriller Tom Ripley, played by Matt Damon, is a calculating young man who believes its better to be a fake somebody than a real nobody. Ripley is hired by the father of Dickie Greenleaf, played by Jude Law, to bring his errant playboy son back from Italy. Ripley expertly entwines himself into the lives of Dickey and his fiancée, played by Gwyneth Paltrow. Soon they are all enmeshed in a daring scheme of duplicity, lies and murder. (139 minutes, rated R)
When Night is Falling (1995)

Camille is a university professor working at a Christian college alongside her fiancé. Her conservative, unquestioned life is rolling along its mediocre predictable path toward marriage and family, that is, until her dog dies. Her grief opens up emotional turmoil that unravels life as she planned it. Petra, who Camille meets during a "breakdown" and who serves as a perfect foil being a traveling performer in a Cirque Du Soleil of sorts, performs some bizarre stunts to attract Camille's attention and affection. This film was made in Canada with artful photography and imagination. (82 minutes, rated R)

NJLA Conference, April 2005
PAGE  
Page 2
NJLA Conference, April 2005

