
   

the choice to reuse part of an 
existing building all have a 
dramatic impact on the ulti-
mate design and on how eco -
friendly a building becomes. 
In a new library, there are 
many green -design issues 
that affect the layout of the 
building, such as the thick-
ness of walls for insulation 
and the size/location of me-
chanical rooms.  

(Continued on page 6) 

By Anthony Iovino,  

Principal, Arcari + Iovino 
Architects  

 

We have all heard a lot 
about ñbeing greenò in our 
daily lives, from hybrid cars 
to wind farms on the coast. 
As individuals, we can do 
many things to use less 
and to become more aware 
of the impact we have on 
our environment. As com-
munity leaders, you can 
also be examples by creat-
ing sustainable, green envi-
ronments at your libraries.  

  

The time period between 
the decision to significantly 
renovate or to build a new 
library and the grand open-
ing can take a few years. 
The decision to have a 
green library must be made 
early in the process, espe-

cially if you intend to pursue 
a LEED ( Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) 
certification, because that 
affects many aspects of the 
planning.  The buildingôs ori-
entation on the site for solar 
gain, the intent to have solar 
panels on a roof, the preser-
vation or protection of undis-
turbed landscapes, as well as 

By Brett Bonfield, Director, 
Collingswood Public Library  

 

The Collingswood Public 
Library will soon be a lot 
more energy efficient. This 
June, PSE&G will be replac-
ing our Heating, Ventilat-
ing, and Air Conditioning 
(HVAC) units with new, 
energy -efficient models. 
The up - front costs for buy-
ing and installing the units, 
estimated at $80,575, will 
be paid by PSE&G through 
its Energy Efficiency Eco-
nomic Stimulus Initiative. 

The library will be responsible 
for 20% of the overall cost ð
$16,115 ðbut that expense 
will be financed by PSE&G 
over 2 years at 0% interest.  

 

Hereôs the best part: The new 
units are expected to be so 
much more efficient than our 
current ones that our PSE&G 
bills should actually cost us 
less  even during the 2 years 
weôre repaying our portion of 
the loan. Estimates say that 
our bills should be $559 less 
per month for our energy use 

(Continued on page 6) 
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New Jersey Libraries NEWSletter  
is published quarterly.  

 
To contribute, contact  

Editor Kathy Dempsey at  
newsletter_editor@njla.org  

 
Submissions will be due  

on January 19 (Spring issue);  
April 19 (Summer); July 19 (Fall);  

 and October 19 (Winter).  
 

To advertise, contact  
Ad Manager Anita OôMalley 

at 908/ 596 -1188 or  
newsletter_advertising@njla.org  

 

Mission Statement of the  

New Jersey Libraries NEWSletter  
The New Jersey Libraries NEWSletter is 

one of the official publications of the 
New Jersey Library Association and 

serves as a vehicle for communication 
of library issues and activities among 

the members of NJLA.  

 

Editorial Statement of the  

New Jersey Libraries NEWSletter  

The New Jersey Libraries NEWSletter 

shall provide news of the New Jersey 
Library Association and information 

about statewide, regional, and local 
library activities. News shall be as cur-

rent as possible within the constraints 
of the publication schedule and the 

publication will serve as an archival 
record of significant and lasting library 

issues and topics. The New Jersey Li-
braries NEWSletter shall provide reports 

from officers, committees, roundtables, 
sections, and other units of the NJ Li-

brary Association. It shall also publish 
reports on trends and practices in the 

library profession and articles on topics 
of interest to the New Jersey library 

community. Ephemeral issues and time
-sensitive topics will be covered in the 

listserv or the Association website.  

Inclusion of an article or advertisement 

in the New Jersey Libraries NEWSLetter 
does not constitute official endorsement 

by the New Jersey Library Association.  

All content in the New Jersey Libraries 

NEWSLetter is subject to copyright by 
the New Jersey Library Association and 

may be photocopied for non -
commercial and educational purposes 

provided by Copyright Revision Act of 
1976, sections 107 and 108 with credit 

attributed to the New Jersey Library 

Association. Excerpts must be properly 
attributed to the New Jersey Library 

Association. Requests for reprints for 
commercial purposes should be for-

warded to the NJLA Office, PO Box 
1534, Trenton, NJ 08607. 

www.njla.org . 

 

Message  

  from the PRESIDENT 

It is appropriate that NJLAôs newsletter 
is morphing with the theme of Going 
Green for its first electronic issue. It has 
evolved in paper over the years, and 
now we hope that the new electronic 
version will give members a greater 
benefit through the convenient format. 
Youôll be alerted via email when each 
new issue is out and will be able to ac-
cess them permanently on the NJLA 
webpage.  

 

The presidentôs email newsletter that 
Iôve done over the past year was an 
experiment to see how the membership 
liked electronic newsletters. I received 
favorable feedback, especially about the 
features on you, our members. People 
like to read about people and get to 
know them! Many of you also liked the 
environmental friendliness of not print-
ing out paper. It was one of the most 
rewarding jobs I did as NJLA president.  

 

We welcome our new editor, Kathy 
Dempsey, and thank the outgoing edi-
tor, Jane Crocker. I am sure you will get 
to know Kathy as she reaches out to 
members for ideas and knowledge as 
she fashions the new product.  The 
Newsletter Editorial Board is a nice 
group of contributors. You may want to 
consider being a member of this or the 
Publications Subcommittee during Mary 
Romanceôs upcoming call for committee 
members. Maureen Wynkoop chaired 
the Publications Subcommittee this 
year. A special thanks to all of the 
members of both committees and to 
those on the Web Editorial Board, too. It 
was a pleasure to work with all of them.  

 

One of my presidential initiatives was to 
help NJ libraries and librarians to be 
greener and to help our customers to do 
the same. We did have a very successful 
Green Building Fair in November at the 
Monroe Township Public Library in Mid-
dlesex County. We also had several 
green programs at the NJLA Conference 
to promote eco - friendly projects. If you 
didnôt get to the programs, remember 
you can see many of the conference 
handouts at http://njla.pbworks.com/
Handouts2010 . Putting handouts on the 
web is another NJLA effort to be greener 
that has worked out well.  

 

When you visit NJ libraries, you will see 
many green features. Some that come 

to mind are the expansion to the Mon-
roe Township Library, the use of recy-
cled materials in the circulation desk at 
the Willingboro PL, and the use of natu-
ral light at the Morristown PL.  

 

As the outgoing President, this is my 
last column. I want to thank NJLA Ex-
ecutive Director Pat Tumulty, the NJLA 
staff; Sue Rice, Betty Steckman, and 
Karen Avenick for their extraordinary 
work this year on advocacy and on the 
conference, on top of the usual work-
load. A special thanks to Courtney Gray, 
Sue Riceôs niece, who volunteered every 
day over the last 2 months. The confer-
ence co -chairs and committee produced 
a wonderful event for all of us, and I 
thank them for their tremendous work. I 
also thank the Executive Board, outgo-
ing Treasurer Keith McCoy, Vice Presi-
dent Mary Romance, Past President 
Heidi Cramer, Secretary Nancy Weiner, 
all committee chairs and vice chairs, 
and the committees, roundtables, and 
sections for all of their wonderful efforts. 
It has been a pleasure to work with you 
all this year, and an inspiration. I wish 
Mary Romance and the incoming Execu-
tive Board a very successful year.  

 

With sadness and gratitude, I wish the 
Regional Library Cooperative Directors, 
Karen Hyman, Connie Paul, and Joanne 
Roukens, and all of their staff members 
the best in the next stages of their lives. 
They have given extraordinary service 
to the NJ library community. Our sup-
port is with Cheryl OôConnor and her 
INFOLINK staff in the coming days. We 
hope that funding will be restored to 
turn this situation around. I also thank 
Norma Blake, Kathi Peiffer, and all of 
the State Library staff for their hard 
work and contributions this year.  

 

Lastly, thank you , the NJLA members, 
for all of your hard work on so many 
projects and committees this year. It 
has been great getting to know the NJ 
Emerging Leaders; NJLA will be in good 
hands. Thank you all for being Everyday 
Advocates. You have succeeded in 
championing NJ libraries. We donôt know 
the outcome, but we know we have 
given it a great effort. Thanks for every-
thing! Onward!  

 

Respectfully and gratefully submitted,  

Susan Briant   

mailto:newsletter_editor@njla.org?subject=For%20NJLA%20Newsletter
mailto:newsletter_advertising@njla.org?subject=For%20NJLA%20Newsletter
http://www.njla.org
http://njla.pbworks.com/Handouts2010
http://njla.pbworks.com/Handouts2010
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Letter from  

  the EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

A Rally for NJ Libraries  

The scene was definitely something I 
had never seen in my many years as a 
librarian. Standing on the steps of the 
State House Annex I looked out and saw 
hundreds of library supporters chanting 
and holding signs. They came with one 
loud  message ðdonôt decimate library 
funding.  

 

The outlook for library funding in New 
Jersey in spring 2010 is very bleak. 
Funding on both the state and local lev-
els is being attacked and, at the same 
time, library usage is soaring. People 
need us now more than ever. If library 
funding is to survive, the library com-
munity must mobilize people and bring 
attention to this funding crisis very 
quickly.  

 

As soon as the state budget was an-
nounced in March, NJLA had started its 
Save My NJ Library campaign with sev-
eral key advocacy activities, including 
postcard and email campaigns.  

 

Yet we needed to do something very 
big . The idea for the rally came from 
Jessica Trujillo of the Somerset County 
Library. She and her group of ñrabble-
rousing librariansò were determined to 
do this and began contacting various 
governmental entities to obtain the nec-
essary paperwork. It was Jessicaôs com-
mitment and enthusiasm to this project 
that inspired us all.  

 

NJLA and NJASL (the New Jersey Asso-
ciation of School Librarians) had already 
planned to have an ñadvocacy dayò in 
Trenton on May 6, so we quickly decided 
a rally could be added to our plans for 
the day.  

I had never organized a rally before, so 
the task seemed a bit overwhelming. 
The key to any good rally is the partici-
pants. What if we gave a rally and no 
one came? To be successful, we needed 
library supporters, and lots of them. 
Transportation and weather play major 
roles in the success of any rally. We 
were very lucky with both: An anony-
mous donor provide funding so we could 
rent buses to bring people to Trenton, 
and the weather was just beautiful. And 
so the stage was set for several hundred 
library supporters to come to Trenton.  

 

But one critical part remained: What 
would our message be? That turned out 
to be the easiest part of all. We had a 
few planned speakers ðthe presidents of 
NJLA, NJLTA, and NJASL ðwho got the 
crowd started with excellent presenta-
tions. After that it was up to the mem-
bers of the crowd to carry the day, and 
they did so magnificently! Anyone who 
wanted to speak could have a turn. We 
had so many terrific speakers who were 
filled with passion and conviction. It was 
truly inspiring.  

 

It is hard to predict how our advocacy 
fight will conclude when the state 
budget is signed on June 30. No one is 
promising additional dollars for libraries 
in this difficult economic climate. Library 
supporters, however, have made one 
huge gain. We have established a repu-
tation as a group that will speak out for 
what we believe in and speak out loudly .  

 

Library supporters may never again 
ñphysicallyò rally in Trenton. But I know 
that wherever and whenever library 
funding is threatened again, we will al-
ways be ready to ñrally for New Jersey 
libraries.ò 

  Pat Tumulty  

   

Welcome to the first electronic issue of 
NJLA's newsletter! This is a whole new 
experience for all of us, and it's still a 
work in progress. So take a look and let 
me know what you think.  

 

As I designed this issue with Microsoft 
Publisher software, I tried to keep much 
of the familiar look and feel while also 
modernizing and sprucing things up a 
bit. One of the most exciting changes is 
that now we can have full color every-
where, so I want to start using more 
pictures and interesting graphics.  

 

Another change I want to make as the 
new editor is one that you can't actually 
see here: I want to encourage you, the 
NJLA members, to write articles about 
your own work. The Newsletter Editorial 
Board has always sought member -
written stories, but we can't know eve-
rything that's going on in the state's 
many libraries. So keep an eye on the 
upcoming issue themes (page 12), and 
when one of them relates to something 
you're doing, please tell us! Email a 
proposal to newsletter_editor@njla.org  

explaining what project or event you'd 
like to write about. And don't forget to 
share your news for the People & Places 
Around the State section. We want to 
make sure this newsletter is by the 
members, for the members.  

 

And if you'd like to play a bigger role, 
then consider joining our committee for 
the upcoming year! We meet quarterly 
to decide on themes and plan issues. In 
between meetings we share ideas and 
proofread articles via email. You can 
also volunteer to write some of the sec-
tions and share technical expertise. We 
could use your help and input!  

 

Our outgoing editor, Jane Crocker, will 
be a hard act to follow, but I have a 
long background in publishing and a lot 
of fresh ideas. (If youôre curious, you 
can get to know me at my website, 
www.LibrariesAreEssential.com .) I'm 
honored to have the chance to lead the 
newsletter into its next phase. I hope 
you enjoy it, and I hope you'll contrib-
ute constructive thoughts and instruc-
tive articles to help make it even better.  

 

 

    Kathy Dempsey  

Crowds gathered at the 

State Capitol in Trenton 

for the Save My NJ  

Library Rally on May 6, 

2010. You can find more 

pictures from the rally 

and other NJLA events on 

Flickr at www.flickr.com/

photos/njla/sets .  

 

 
Note from  

     the EDITOR  

http://www.LibrariesAreEssential.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/njla/sets/72157624008988458/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/njla/sets/72157624008988458/
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library. Although this is encouraging, 
a more significant statistic is this: 
Those negatively impacted by the 
economy are even more willing to 
pay more for library services than 
those in the general population. The 
fact that those who have less are 
willing to pay more is telling, indeed. 
People value library resources that 
help them help themselves. In turn, 
the individual who thrives has value 
to the larger community.  

  

Each one of our libraries has had a positive impact on some-
oneôs life; these are the compelling stories we need to share, 
stories of people whose lives have been improved by utilizing 
library resources. Let me share just a couple of examples 
from my library, the West Orange Public Library.  

  

Weôve been working on engaging our teen population and 
needed a logo to highlight our teen materials, programs, and 
space. In order to come up with a great teen logo, we held a 
contest, reaching out to the schools as well as our teen pa-
trons, asking them to submit their entries. Working with 
members of our local Arts Council, we came up with a win-
ner. While making arrangements for this young man come to 
come in for his award presentation, we realized that English 
is not his first language and he did not yet have a library 
card. He had entered the contest through our outreach with 
the West Orange Schools, which, by the way, has a student 
body in which 49 different languages are spoken at home. 
So, this young man arrived for his prize with uncle and sister 
in tow. His uncle shared their story, immediately and unbid-
den.  

  

He said that he arrived in this country, in West Orange, from 
Columbia 12 years ago, that he used the library to success-
fully find himself one job, and then another. He said that the 
library was where he went to find information on the official 
paperwork he needed and how to go about getting it. The 
uncle told us that when his niece and nephew arrived last 
October, the library was where he came to get information 
for them, to what documents they needed, and how to get 
them enrolled in school.  

  

When I mentioned that, as the prizewinner of our Teen Logo 
Contest, we would be presenting his nephew with a coupon 
for classes at an area art school, and that we would also be 
presenting him with a library card, the uncle said this: 
ñThatôs great that heôll have a library card, he and his sister 
can take the bus to the library. My sister lives near the li-
brary, so they can walk to her house from there.ò Although I 
wondered why this young man didnôt already have a library 
card, whatôs most important is that this young man now 
does , already knowing the high value his uncle places on the 
library. This man credits the library with providing the tools 
necessary for becoming a valuable member of the commu-
nity, allowing him to then help build a better life.  

  

Regardless of gender, class, ethnicity, or culture, so many 
have utilized library services, worked hard, and made a bet-
ter life. Another such example involves a woman who had 
come to this country from sub -Saharan Africa as a very 

Libraries Are Essential. Empower the People.  
Installation Speech of 2010ï2011 President Mary Romance 

 [ Mary Romance originally gave this speech during the NJLA 
Annual Conference in April.]  

  

Thank you, Susan [Briant], for being a wonderful mentor, a 
terrific friend, and for doing so much to nurture me. Youôll be 
a tough act to follow! Susan, although youóre counting the 
days remaining in your presidency (60, I believe you said 
last night), I know youôll continue to serve the New Jersey 
Library Association as a person of principle and integrity.  

  

What an honor and a pleasure it is to stand here today, on 
the verge of serving as your president. Even though we 
practice our profession in ñThe Soprano State,ò our member-
ship embodies a culture of integrity and honesty. The So-
prano State , of course, refers to the book by Bob Ingle and 
Sandy McClure, subtitled New Jerseyôs Culture of Corruption. 
Those who attended last nightôs program with Bob Ingle and 
Marc Mappen, author of Thereôs More to New Jersey than the 
Sopranos , were treated to dramatic accounts of corruption 
by those in professions with a commitment to the truth, in-
cluding law enforcement, government officials, and judges. 
We can be proud to note that, in these books, one profession 
committed to the truth, our library profession, is not repre-
sented.  

  

At times it may seem that our commitment to the greater 
good is overshadowed by those who operate by corruption 
and self interest; regrettably, this is sometimes so in the 
short term. However, in order to fulfill our mission as a de-
mocratic institution, in order to continue to be perceived as 
essential by the people we serve, it is imperative for us to 
stay true to our principles, to model the behavior we expect 
and hope for in others, and to be constructive, not destruc-
tive, as our method of problem solving.  

  

These days, each of us has more than enough opportunities 
to put our problem -solving methods to the test. Although 
most of us are coping with concerns affecting our own indi-
vidual libraries, there is one single issue of great importance 
affecting all of New Jersey ðthreats to library funding in our 
state.  

  

ñTake my problems, please!ò is a tempting cry, but we can-
not succumb to apathy nor to negativity. Our only path to 
success lies with each of us here today. We must speak with 
one voice, not succumbing to blind loyalty exhibited by the 
Sopranos, but with respectful discourse and dignity.  

  

Libraries Are Essential. We know this, of course, but most 
importantly, the people we serve know this. Even so, we are 
facing critical challenges, challenges that would mean an 
elimination of basic services. These services, utilized by the 
citizens of New Jersey, promote economic development and 
a higher quality of life for all.  

  

To be sure, in these dire economic times, at least one busi-
ness is booming ðthe library business. Statistics show that 
people are utilizing our libraries now more than ever. A pre-
view of the 2010 update on the OCLC study Perceptions of 
Libraries shows that people place greater value in their li-
braries today than they did 5 years ago. Those negatively 
impacted by the economy placed even greater value in the 
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young bride 20 years ago. Illiterate in her native language, 
she came to this country with her husband. They worked 
hard and she raised her children, unable to read or write. 
Her children grown, she finally had the time to devote to 
herself and her dream of learning to read. She had the moti-
vation, and she found the opportunity at the library. Working 
with an ESL tutor, she was on her way! Recently, she was in 
her church with fellow parishioners and was asked to read a 
passage. She was scared, she worried she would fail, but she 
tried and was filled with pride when she succeeded. Accom-
plishing this, she now is excited to continue her studies for 
citizenship. Our country will be fortunate indeed to welcome 
her as a citizen.  

 

Both of these stories focus on immigrants, yes. As a nation 
of immigrants, we do well to encourage those who are willing 
to work hard and contribute to our society. However, each of 
us now has stories of citizens negatively impacted in these 
tough economic times. These citizens are utilizing library 
services to find new jobs, new skills, and new value to their 
lives.  

  

Regardless of what type of library community we serve, pub-
lic, academic, school, or special, the proposed budget for the 
state of New Jersey will eliminate services that are essential 
to our constituency. Over 300 libraries will no longer be able 
to provide electronic newspapers and journals, nor internet 
access. Material delivery between libraries (a shining exam-
ple of cooperative services, among many that have been 
provided by our Regional Library Cooperatives) will be elimi-
nated. The state will no longer provide funding for the feder-
ally mandated Talking Book and Braille Library, and 50% of 
state aid to public libraries will be eliminated. Citizens of New 
Jersey are registering their disapproval of these budget cuts, 
speaking out, as well as filling out our orange postcards in 
droves.  

What more can we do as a community of librarians to ensure 
that the people of New Jersey continue to have access to 
library services? In order to help the people help the peoplesô 
cause, these are the things we need to do:  

  

1. Speak with one voice.  

When times are tough, thereôs an unfortunate tendency for 
some to engage in finger pointing, negativity, and unfounded 
speculation. These are counter -productive behaviors which 
will seriously undermine our ability, as a library community, 
to achieve success in our goal of reinstating full funding for 
library services.  

  

Although each of us certainly has a right to our opinion, it is 

critical for us to have a unified message. Infighting and frag-
mentation will sadly provide the perfect opportunity for those 
who plan on eliminating services, as they will say that we 
donôt even have our own act together and do not deserve 
their support.  

  

That being said, what we can, and need, to do is speak 
among ourselves with openness and a positive regard for 
one another. As a profession committed to providing a bal-
anced view and respecting all people, regardless of their 
viewpoint, we are well equipped to extend this to one an-
other. We may not agree with every decision made within 
the larger library community, but we can, and must, con-
tinue to speak out with one voice. When consensus is impos-
sible, we must at least have a common understanding of 
those issues on which we have different opinions. Knowledge 
is power. This brings me to my second point:  

  

2. Educate ourselves on the issues.  

As library professionals, we are engaging the people for sup-
port. Libraries are institutions of the people and for the peo-
ple. The undermining of our funding base is not about us, 
but about those we serve. As a matter of fact, we know that 
an elected official may well discount the librarian as one in-
terested only in self -preservation.  

  

The reality is this: Our responsibility as librarians is to advo-
cate for services utilized, and needed, by our constituency. 
As librarians, each of us must be prepared to speak knowl-
edgeably and succinctly on the issues. In doing so, we are 
furthering our objective to empower the people. As an insti-
tution of our democratic society, it is the people who are 
best suited to speak out on behalf of our libraries.  

 

As members of the New Jersey Library Association, each and 
every one of us is called to action. I thank you for placing 
your trust in me, but it is you, the membership, who make 
the difference. We are hugely fortunate to have Pat Tumulty 
as our fabulous Executive Director, and that Sue Rice pro-
vides such strong support for our NJLA office. (Sue, youôre 
the woman behind the woman.) In the interest of time, 
please know that I am grateful to everyone who works or 
volunteers for NJLA. What an amazing association!  

  

On a personal note, Iôd like to thank my parents, Ann and 
Frank Romance, without whom I wouldnôt be here at all. I 
have learned so much from you both, and our family is fortu-
nate beyond all measure to know your love. I want to thank 
the West Orange Public Library Trustees for supporting my  

(Continued on page 12 ) 
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